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its organization and discipline were as perfect
as human ingenuity could have made it." The
fundamental object of the White Camelia was the
"maintenance of the supremacy of the white race,"
and to this end the members were constrained "to
observe a marked distinction between the races"
and to restrain the "African race to that condition
of social and political inferiority for which God
has destined it." The members were pledged to
vote only for whites, to oppose negro equality
in all things, but to respect the legitimate rights
of negroes.

The smaller orders were similar in purpose and
organization to the Ku Klux Klan and the White
Camelia. Most of them joined or were affiliated
with the large societies. Probably a majority of
the men of the South were associated at some time
during this period with these revolutionary bodies.
As a rule the politicians, though approving, held
aloof. Public opinion generally supported the
movement so long as the radicals made serious at-
tempts to carry out the reconstruction policies.

The task before the secret orders was to regu-
late the conduct of the blacks and their leaders in
order that honor, life, and property might be secure.
They planned to accomplish this aim by playing